
Tasting Highlights bring the best wines from our editors’ most recent 
tastings to WineSpectator.com members.

Sauvignon Blanc is enjoying a revival in California. Vintners are treating 
the grape more seriously in their vineyards and cellars, stepping away from the heavily oaked versions often associated with the Golden State. 
Reach for a Sauvignon these days and you’ll just as likely ]nd a crisp, juicy version as a rich, succulent one. The best play their ripe flavors and 
fleshy textures off the grape’s mouthwatering acidity, as is evident in this selection from Northern California.

At the top of the list is a supple, racy example from Cattleya. Founder Bibiana González Rave produces Chardonnay and Pinot Noir for the 
Pahlmeyer family’s Wayfarer label as well as her own brand. Here she takes on Sauvignon Blanc with her Alma de Cattleya bottling.
Sauvignon Blanc does well throughout California, including in Napa Valley. Clif Family owners Gary Erickson and Kit Crawford, the couple 
behind organic food ]rm Clif Bar & Company, moved to Napa in the late 1990s. They launched their winery in 2004, tapping Laura Barrett to 
make the wines. The RTE Blanc is fruit-forward, with lip-smacking flavors. Contrast that with Provenance’s single-vineyard version, which is 
rich and succulent in style.

For value, look for Two Angels from the High Valley in Lake County and Parducci’s refreshing bottling from Mendocino.

CATTLEYA Sauvignon Blanc Sonoma County Alma de Cattleya 2016 Score: 90 | $24 
Distinctive, with a whiff of lanolin and coconut water to the crisp core of citrus flavors. Supple and juicy, ]nishing with a hint of lime. 
Drink now. 455 cases made.—M.W.
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